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THE YELLOW BOX, AND A LOST VEGETATION
By T. S. Harr, m.A., B.C.E.

The Yellow Box, Eucolyptus melodora, i3 nol recorded in
the F.N.C. Census, 1928, for the sandy comntry of the southern
suburhs of Medbourne. There ramaing, however, a small timbered
area at Highett, in which it js the chief tee, and search has
revealed scatiered examiples over 2 considerable area. Theve is
valuable information also, in ofd plans kmdiv shown to e at
the Lands and Railway Departments. Tt may at once be
mentioned that all the Yellow Box retaining 15 m places which
were away {rom psual routes of hotanical excursions even fifty
years ago, bemyg in a class of connlry which svan went under
cultivation

Apart irom the coastul strip and the valleys, the sandy soils of
the district oceur under two very different conditivns.  First, in
a great part of this district the subsoil rests directly on the so-
called "red beds,” weak sandstones contmning some clay and
variously coloyred by iron oxwles. Terruginous nodules and
clay usually accur in the siuhsoil  Second, in other places there
iz a considerable thickness of laose or feebly coherent sandg, no -
doubt old dune sands. On these the conditions are less favour-
able, These sands are well seen in the nomerous sand pits about
Cheltenham and elsewhere,”

The original plan of the Brighlon Estate, Henry Dendy's
purchase, 1841, gives a gencral description, "Open forest land,
timhered with Gum, Oak, Lhcrfy Foneysuckle, cte.  Soil r.andy
Country gently ullduhtnw Tlis fies between the North Road
and South Road, c.xtt.nqu four miles inland. There is very
little of the puorer class of country withiy this area, But the
original plan of Moorabhin (H. B. Foot, sutveyor, [852), marks
a strip of country east of Sandringham .md Black Rock “Heath
with occasional patches of Gum scrub.”  This area and the
vicimly of Cheltenham Park, which is partly dune, weare the
chief excursion localites, and hence our general idea of the
district is largely influenced by the poorer land, Parts of the old
thmes carry trees and these hiave Lecome wore noticeable, as there
was little inducement to clear this land early.

The timbered patch at Highett, as the last ol its kind remaining
in these parts, seems worth description. It 18 about hal{ a mile
directly south of Highelt station, and a little north of the junction
of Bay Road and Reserve Road, The land is neatly level and
relatively high (120 feet), the valleys on each side being distinct
but not deep. An old ditch and the post-holes show the {errug-
nmous nodules which occur over the red beds, and these heds
are indicated also on Bay Road on the same ridge, to the south-
east, and in recent works to the north-west. Tour Eucalypts are
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present, Yellow Box, E, welliodora (nast numerous), Red Gum,
E vastrate, Manna Gum, E. anminolis, and even o few Swainp
Gum, £, ovata. The other rrees are Lightwood, cacia implexa,
Black Wattle, A. moilissima; abundant Bursaria, and a fow
Canvarme stricla and Cherry Ballart, Exocarpus cuprossijormis.
One Hoobialla, 3¢ yoporum insulore remains in the hedge row,
The Hedge Acacia, 4. armata, is, of course, intraduced,

The ground 1s mostly grassy, buot the smaller plants notced
mclude the smooth Flax Lily, Dwwclla locvis, a Mat rush,
Lomandra filiformis, Sheep's Burr, Acena ovia, the commaon
Flat Pea, Plotvlebiure obusangslum, Creeping Bossea, Bossoea
prostrata, two Pimeleas, P. lwmilis and P, coowiflora, Growd
Bervy, Acrotriche serrdata, Kidney Weed, Dichonidra vegiens,
Sweet Houndstongue, Cynoglossum. suavenlens, and a few plants
al & Sword sedge, J.epidosperma sp.

The woodland extends in a narrow strip beside a house to Bay
Road, where the Cynoglossim is apprecialed as a choice plant
in a garden, Fastward at the railway s clearly old dune with
different shape and vegelation. In fact miost of the hill has
been removed for building sand. Bl bevond this aL Pomnt Nepean
Road the red beds are apuin mdicated an the telephone teench,
and the land s high and fairly level. Toor records a Box as a
marked tree at the corner. Nove remain now, but there is
Ligltwoorl in a hedgerow, plenty of Biretria and seme Wattles,
and hoth Flax Lilies gnd the Houndsrongue, Yellow Box seems
ta have heen present also some distance north-west of the present
timber. :

The other examples of Yellow Box in this diswicr pogur under
very similar eonditions, all on the rises between the valleys, most
of them wilhi the red beds clearly indicated aud practically certainly
present n every case, Om the Moorabbin ridge are four poor
trees near the Moorabbin station, two of them on railway land,
ahout four in the grounds of a house and nursery (beyond some
planted trees) on what was originally the same block, and & couple
stear & house o Point Nepean Road, about hali a mile north-
west.  On the next parallel ridge at Dane's Road a {few remain,
(T was rold rthe place was once called Box Hill) One was
recently cut down north-east from Highett station, and in the
other cirection there are several i1 a small paddock at South
Road. Trom here the higher land spreads our towards the
soutli-west cound the head of a valley. A Yellow Dox remaing
near Blufl Road.

Rounding thie bead of the valley, another vidge rons to the
novih-west and carries Yellow Box in a paddock near the muni-
apal golf links, and small second growth on vacant land opposite,
Lven on the next ridge there were a couple of Yellow Box
the grounds of the honse (now Haileybury College), east of
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Hampton Street. They were possibly planted, but Foot records
Box within half a mile on the same ridge, near Hampton High
School. All these ndges extend into Brighton, but the land was
cleared early,

The railway plans record a Yellow Box at Glenhuntly statiom,
Further north-west there were [ormerly several in a paddock at
the spulh-tast corner of Glen LEira and Bambra Roads. The
origanal plan, agam one of Foot's, has hox here and extends it
northerly a shott distance, Near here also, there are still sonic
Red Gums on relatively high land. Another plan has Box at
the corner of Wattletree and Burke Roads. The position is
fairly level and lugh (150 {ect), There are still two old Red
Gums at this corner of Central Park and one to the west
Lasterly along Wattletree Road the grounds round g houge have
Yellow Box, Red Gum and Mapnna Gum. A post hole zeems
to indicate red beds, but their occtirrence is practically cerfain
otherwise, The same three Hucalypts pecur at Hedgley Dene
Gardens, a little to the soutl, and are skilfully worked into the
design.

Box is often mentioned on plans from near Oakleigh to South
Yarra, but many of these are near the edge of the red bheds and
may be oo the Silurian area. A few Yellow Box renain in Alma
Purk, Windsor, west of the railway. The land is relatively high
and fairly level. There is Siturtan rock in St Kilda Hill, hut the
deep raulway cutting alongside these trees is in the rved leds, 1
knew it well before the slopes were trimmed and soifed, and the
Silurian rock only occurs at the north end of the cuthing.

An old plan of 1842 of the area from Tigh Street, St. Kilda,
to East Prahran records many Hox trees as marked trees, hut
the Tist is damaged and the numbers of the allotments lost. Plans
also record Box near Balaclava Road, at the corners of Hawthom
Road and of Hotham.Street. East St, 1Glds.  Another plan by
Foot, 1830, has two marked Box trees on what is nnw Cochrane
Street. north-west of Gardenvale station.  This ecourrence 15 hot
o the ridge, bt is sotth of the varcow strip of swampy fand,
where the “creel’” developed later. Foot only uses the name
“Box,” but 1 find Yellow Box at the many places where 1 have
been ahle to repeat lus abgervatian.

1t seems not unlikely that the Yellow Box on the flat-topped
ridees may be favonred by slow pun-off of -watet rather than
elevation, especially in view of the frequent oecurrence of Red
Gum on high land near them, and the exceptional Swamp Gums
al Highett. A slow run-off on these soils does nol invalve serious
swanipiness. Red Gums also ocour on rising Jand hetween Lhe
rwo main hranches of the creek west or Bentleigh., The oceur
rence of the Red Gums outside the valleys means that the Red
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Gum i¢ 3 real constituent of the flora, not merely extending into
the valleys. [ would here amend some information I gave (o Dr.
C. 5, Sutton, used in Tus second article (Fictorian Natuvalist,
Vel XXIX, October, 1912). 1 was in error as to the supplier of
cerfain old Red Gum posts, but omitted to say that thiey were
obtained quite near; ahout half a mile south-east of Caulfield
Town Hall. Also the absence of Red Gums on the main road
began at Balcombe’s block “near Cheltenham Cemetery,” not
Brightan, Balcombe's well-known block at Mentone heing near
enough considering the early date. There iz Red Gum still on
the main road just north of Balcambe's Road,

Besides the vrece ar Highett, the red beds carry at other
places Caswarita siberosa and the Silver Banksia (8. margtiata).
A peppermint oceurred near Caulfield Town Hall, but T da noc
remember it in Maorabhin,  The Blackwood ( Aeacia melavoaylen)
belongs partly to the valleys, but, rather strapgely, on the dune
a}:mhnlf] Cheltenham both Blackwood and Lightwood run high up
the hill,

The wooded parts on the dune sand have quite a difierent
character from those of the red heds, though Manoa Gunis oceur
an hoth. Among the smaller plants it is possible to name some
which seem to prefer one tvpe of coundry, and we may incidentally
notice some other red beds lacalities,

As ta Bursorta, Dr, Sutton recorded it froni the coastal scrub
and I had it as “Woodlands, Hampton.” Neither of vus seems
to have noticed it on the heath, It occurs. however, in the wooded
dune at Cheltenham Park, but not so abundantly, The Curved
Riceflower (Pimelon exraifiora) was not in Dr. Sutton's first lise,
but was added trom the hill north of Brighton Beach station-—
typical “red beds,” Tt tay have disappeared there, but is abun-
dant on the railway at Elstermwick =fatiop, and on the next hill
near Ilippenlea. An Acacia on the Elsternwick cutting is
apparently Lightwood by its flowering season (n summer.,

The narrow-leaved Bitter Pea (Daenerin corymbosa) ocours
oy the zed beds at the west “side of the Victoria Golf Links,
Cheltenham. It is of limied occurrence 1 this district. . To is
natural that plants common it the forest lands of the eastern
suburbs should appear here in the better and more timbered areas,

The Sheep’s Burr (Adecacna owina) occurs on the red heds
at many places, The Houndstongue (Cymoglossum suaveolens)
found also in grassy land elsewhere, 15 probably a plant of the
red beds in rthis district. 1t is fowering this autumn as T have
never seep it before, not only in the timher at Highett, but on
roadsides near and even on the headlands of a market gardey,
The Smooth Flax Lily (Dionclla lnevis) séems to favour the red
bads. Dianella vevoluta i8 on both classes of country, sometines
alnmdant on the poorer sands.
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Puodoleprs acumanate occurred on the red beds at Brighton
Beach hill, but ¥ was unable to locate its position on the Victoria
Goli Links, though kindly allowed to explore that area. Among
the plants of the poorer sands is the IIill Sword Sedge (Lepi-
dosperma concavym. It rarely occurs on the red beds at their
boundary. On the other hand it Aourishes on nearly bare sands
on hroken ground. On the red beds we often fiud another
Lepidosperma on the higher flat land as well as valleys”

In a general way the country direct on the red beds seems to
rui; easily to grass under occupation; the dune sands run easily
to bracken, but this point should perhaps not be pressed too
ngdly.  Certainly many paddocks at Brighton as I knew them
first (say I886) wetre grass with scattered trees, imainly Manna
Gums on the rises and Red Gum in the valleys and, at places
Black Wattle, but, the treatinent they had received would be
involved. There are, of course, transitions from one kind of
country to the other, and the limitng conditions may differ for
each species, A foot of dune sand might affect some; tree roots
might penetrate many feet if they could start in the poorer sand.

-It was noticed that the -Mound Ant (Jridomyrimes detectus)
avoids the lighter and looser dune sand,

The last extensive timbered area.was a block of LS55 acres at
Hampton along the whole length of the south side of what s
now Ludstone Street, a mile and a quarter, stavting at Hamipton
Street near the school. The cast end, besides the Box tree ‘at
Bluff Road already mentioned, had recently both Casuarings,
Bursaria, the Houndstongue and the sanie Lepidosperina as else-
where on the red beds. This area was eleared abott 1890 and
later,

SANDHILL, SNAIL IN VICTORIA

Recorded oviginally from Geelong many years ago, the Sandhill Swail
(Hefix pisann) spread through the Western District and across the border
of South Australia. Tt has long heen very abundant in the Mount Gambier
district ; and indeed, is flonrishing in many paris of its Victorian range. A
whitish or vellowish-white shell, about 3+ inches in diameter, it has o its
larger whorls numerous linear colour bands, more or less mconplete. In
Britain this siail is confined to sandhills uear the sea; hut on the Continent
it occurs Jar inland; aod ‘possibly was introduced inta England from a
Mediterranean country. Its chicf food planis in the British lsles are the
Sea Holly {Eryugho mevi/nunar) and thistles,
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